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THE NATIVE SPI RIT FESTIVAL 20 07: FILM SYN OPSES
   
  (For full details of venues/booking info& prices please see page 9)

The Canary Effect                           
(US, 2006: 60 min) Documentary
Director: Robin Davey & Yellow Thunder Woman

This powerful documentarytakes an in-depth look at the 
devastating effect that U.S. policies have had on the Indigenous people of America. Using beautifully 
crafted imagery, it presents a chilling case for what many believe is an ongoing genocide of the 
American Indian. Featuring interviews with some of the leading scholars and exponents of 
Indigenous struggles, alongside revealing insights from those who work and live on reservations 
today, The Canary Effect creates a link between the past and present in a unique way never before 
explored on film.
www.thecanaryeffect.com

* Sat9th June. Riverside Studios, 18:35 

The Fast Runner(Atanarjuat)
(Canada, 2001: 161 min) Feature Film
Director: Zacharias Kunuk
Subtitled in English

This multiaward-winning film is CanadaÕs first feature-lengthfiction film
written, produced, directed and acted by its Inuit people. A beautifully shot 
adaptation of the Inuit peoplesÕ legend of survival, this exciting action thriller 
is set in ancient Ingloolik and unfolds as a life-threatening struggle between 
powerful natural and supernatural characters.
www.atanarjuat.com

* Tues 5th June. Canada House, 19:30

We Are The Indians     + Talk/Q&A by director                             
(UK/Argentina, 2004: 68 min) Documentary                 
Directors: Philip Cox & Valeria Mapelman
Subtitled in English

Adultery, identity, 9/11, Hollywood and God, all against the backdrop of 
the rainforest. Argentina's last surviving Guarani Indians reveal some 
extraordinary stories in this independent three-year UK/Argentina 
production. With its intimate style and compelling characters determined to 
speak for themselves, the film takes the viewer into a world rarely seen, 
where the death of a culture and a people's fall from God are matched by 
indelible humor and breathtaking resilience.
www.nativevoicefilms.com/films_indians.htm

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 20:15
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The Journals of Knud Rasmussen
(Canada/ Denmark, 2006: 112 min) Feature Film 
Directors: Norman Cohn, Zacharias Kunuk
Subtitled in English

Iglulik, 1922-24. Real people, actual events.From the director of the 
award-winning The Fast Runner (Antanajuarat), this visually striking film 
is shot in Arctic Canada and portrays the lives of the last great Inuit 
shaman, Avva, and his beautiful and headstrong daughter, Apak. Based 
on the journals of 1920s Danish ethnographer Knud Rasmussen.
www.isuma.ca/static/thejournals/en/

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 18:35

A Thousand Roads                
(US, 2005: 40 min) Short
Director: Chris Eyre

A visually striking fictional that presents an imaginative insight 
into Native peoplesÕ lives in the vast indigenous geography that 
comprises the Americas. The film threads together four stories, 
taking us into the life of a Mohawk stockbroker in Manhattan; a young Inupiat girl in Alaska; a 
Navajo gang member in New Mexico; and a Quechua healer in Peru.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 14:30

Switch Off (Apaga y V‡manos)     + Talk/ Q&A by director
(Spain/Chile, 2005: 87 min) Documentary
Director: Manel Mayol
Subtitled in English

This powerful documentary chronicles the battle of ChileÕs Pehuenche-Mapuche 
people against the wealthy Spanish-Latin American hydroelectric corporation 
ENDESA. After hundreds of years of successfully seeing off all invaders Ð from 
Incas to conquistadores Ð these mountain dwellers who live above the B’ob’o 
river are losing their homes, villages and past to a giant hyrdro-electric dam that floods their lands. 
www.switchoffthemovie.com

* Sat9th June. Riverside Studios, 20:00

Sipakapa Is Not For Sale  (Sipakapa No se Vende)   
(Guatemala, 2005: 55 min) Documentary
Director:ç lvaro Revenga
Subtitled in English

The steep environmental and human costs of gold mining lead Maya 
communities in the Sipakapa region of Guatemala to exercise their right to 
be consulted about the expansion of mining operations into their area. 
The outcome of their vote is a resounding 'No!" to mining.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 16:45
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Finding Dawn
(Canada, 2006: 74 min)
Director: Christine Welsh

A compelling documentary that puts a human face to the story of an estimated 
500 Aboriginal women who have been murdered or gone missing in Canada over 
the past 30 years. The acclaimed filmmaker Christine Welsh takes an epic journey 
into the dark heart of Native womenÕs experience in Canada and illustrates the 
deep historical, social and economic factors that contribute to the epidemic of 
violence against Native women in the region.

* Wed 6th June. Canada House, 19:45

Not a Game (No es un Joc)    + Talk/Q&A by director                      
(Latin America/Spain: 45 min) Documentary 
Director: Antonio Rosa
Subtitled in English

An important film and a reality we cannot afford to ignore. Antonio Rosa, 
accomplished filmmaker and photographer, travelled acrossCentral and South 
America documenting the harsh living and working conditions of its children. In 
the streets, the markets, the factories, the fields, and even at the mines and the 
rubbish dumps, the exploitation of children, mostly from poorer indigenous 
communities, is such a daily ocurrance and convenience to ruthless employers that 
at times parents have to compete with children for the same jobs and even become 
dependent on their earnings for survival. 
www.conc.es/noesunjoc/english/portada_english.htm

* Mon 4th June. Canning House, 19:00

The Plunder (El Despojo: Uxuf Xipay)                                                      
(Chile, 2004: 73 min) Documentary 
Director: Fauno Totoro Taulis
Subtitled in English

Centred on the long-standing conflict between the indigenous Mapuche 
communities and the Chilean government and forestry companies, this 
documentary approaches the sensitive subject by examining Chilean history, from 
the Spanish conquest to the present day, and its impact on Mapuche life.

* Sat9th June. Riverside Studios, 17:00

Green Green Water
(US, 2006. 85 min) Documentary 
Director: Dawn Mikkelson

Green Green Water is a story about power... power from hydroelectric 
damsÉthe power to destroy an ancient culture... the power of money... the 
power of Indigenous people who refuse to be powerless in their struggle to 
survive... and the power of activism. It is a journey of one average U.S. 
consumer who wants to know where her electricity comes fromand through 
her travels to Canada, unfolds a story of displacement, resistance and insidious 
public relations that liebeyond the national grid.   www.greengreenwater.com
* Sat 9th June. Riverside Studios, 15:15
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The ShamanÕs Apprentice   + Talk
(US/ Suriname,2001: 54 min)
Director: Miranda Smith

This captivating and award-winning documentary is set deep in the rainforests of 
Suriname, where the scientist Dr. Plotkin is racing against time in his quest to 
preserve and document its life and ancient culture. It examines how new and 
remarkabley effective medicines can be found in the AmazonÕs abundent plant 
life, but how the forestÕs disappearance threatens not only this, but the ancient 
indigenous communities that inhabit it. By offering a rare glimpse into the 
AmazonÕs native life, this compelling story highlights how tribal shamans Ð healers and encyclopedias 
of rainforest botany Ð are the AmazonÕs most endangered species.   www.theshamansapprentice.com

*Synergy Centre. TBC

Mohawk Girls
(Canada, 2005: 63 min) 
Director: Tracey Deer 

With insight, humor and compassion, the filmmaker provides an insider's 
look at life on the Kahnawake reserve, just across the St. Lawrence River 
from Montreal. Portraits of three young Mohawk women at the threshold of 
adulthood reveal their hopes and heartaches, and the challenges of growing 
up Kanienkeha:ka.

*Thur 7th June. Canada House, 19:45

Trail of Tears: Cherokee Legacy
(US, 2006: 115 min) Documentary               
Director: Chip Richie
This documentary explores the tragic and true story of the forced removal of the Cherokee people 
from their homelands in the Southeast of Oklahoma in 1838.

* Sat9th June. Riverside Studios, 13:00

Bayou Landfall: The Houma Nation vs. the Hurricanes
(US, 2006: 17 min) Documentary short
Director: Leslye Abbey
  
The documentary explores the devastating impact of Hurricane Katrina on 
the Native American Houma communities in the Louisiana area. After more 
than a thousand were left homeless and struggling to survive, they were then 
hit by severe flooding in the wake of Hurricane Rita, but failed to receive 
government aid as they continue to fight for federal recognition as a Native 
American community.
www.snowflakevideo.com

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 11:00
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ABA     + Talk/Q&A by film director
(Brazil, 2000: 26min) Documentary short
Director: Rose Chamberlain
Subtitled in English

During the celebration of BrazilÕs 500-year anniversary, 2000 indigenous people from 181 different 
tribes returned to the primary location where the Portuguese conquerors first arrived. For the first 
time in 500 years the reminiscent communities gathered together to discuss their past losses and their 
future hopes. 

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 13:00

Waban-Aki: People from Where the Sun Rises
(Canada, 2006: 104 min) Documentary
Director: Alanis Obomsawin

Having dedicated nearly four decades to chronicling the lives of 
CanadaÕs First Nations, Alanis Obomsawin, one of CanadaÕs leading 
documentary filmmakers, returns to the village where she was raised to 
craft a lyric account of her own people. 

*Mon 4th June. Canada House, 19:45
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unnateral & Accidental
(Canada, 2006: 90 min) Feature Film
Director: Carl Bessai

Unnatural & Accidental is an adaptation of the stage play by renowned 
Metis playwright Marie Clements and is based loosely around the 
"unnatural and accidental" deaths of native women living on skid row. 
Rebecca has returned home to be with her dying father. His last wish is that 
she track down her mother, an aboriginal woman who has long been 
missing. As she turns over the stones that hide the debris of the unwanted 
and forgotten, she is drawn into the mysteries of ten missing Native women whose spirits lead 
Rebecca to the killer who still haunts the alleys, streets and hotels of this urban wasteland.

*Synergy Centre. TBC

Johnny Tootall
(Canada, 2005: 93 min) Feature Film
Director: Shirley Cheechoo

Discharged from the Bosnian War, Johnny carries the weight of this war on 
his shoulders. Johnny carries many demons: the death of his father, running 
from his destiny as Chief of his Band, and abandoning Serena the love of 
his life. Nevertheless, Johnny must return home. The wolf spirit has called. 
Upon his return, he finds a new war. His estranged brother is leading a 
revolt to save their sacred land. Johnny faces a dilemmaÐ does hefight to 
save his people, or does he save himself? His journey will guide himto realizing that they are the 
same. In a blink, his world changes, and in death, his brother guides him on a spirit walk to meet his 
destiny as leader of his people.         www.johnnytootall.com

*Synergy Centre. TBC
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Praying for Rain (Atltzatzilistli) + Talk
(Mexico, 2003 :18 min) Short
Director: Jose Luis Matias Alonso
Subtitled in English

The Nahua peoples of Acatlan, Guerrero in Mexico take up the camera to offer the rare opportunity 
of seeing the ritual they perform to ask for rain in their annual harvest, Atltzatzilistli. It includes Ôtiger 
fightsÕ, masked boxing matches, Tlacololeros, ~ who imitate thunder & lightening, and Cotlatlastin, 
who invoke the wind and water-laden clouds.

* Thur 7th June. Instituto Cervantes, 18:30 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Overcoming Fear (Venciendo al Miedo)
(Bolivia, 2004:55 min) 
Director: Maria Morales 
Subtitled in English

A fictional story that highlights indigenous womensÕ fight for more respect and recognition by giving 
an insight into the daily life of an Aymara family who look for a better life by migrating from the 
remote Bolivian mountains.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 14:30

Pascua Lama: El agua brilla m‡s que el oro
(Chile, 2005: 15 min) Documentaryshort
Director: Luis Sepœlveda 
Subtitled in English

The film illustrates the case of Pascua Lama, an open pit goldmine in Chile, owned by Barrick Gold 
Ltd., a Canadian company. It shows the rejection by local and national Chilean groups of the mine 
and its destructive environmental impact on the local glaciers, and on the water supply for human 
consumption and agricultural use.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 16:45

Medicine of Forgiveness
(Peru, 20 min) Documentary short
Subtitiled in English

 A documentary about the use of Ayahuasca and its preparation for healing purposes.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 11:00

Silver Vest (Qolqui Chaleco, Chaleco de Plata)
(Bolivia, 1999: 25 min) Short
Director: Patricio Luna
Subtitled in English

Cloaked in mysticism, this short film analizes the often-negative presence and role of money in 
indigenous communities and the feelings of greed and misery that can sometimes lead to madness.

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 11:00
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Death Whispers (Quati Quati Susurros de Muerte) 
(Bolivia,1999: 35 min) Short
Director: Reynaldo Yujra
Subtitled in English

A film that explores a communityÕs loss of traditional beliefs and cultural identity by bringing the 
traditional Aymara story of Qati Qati - flying heads - to the screen using actors from a community 
that live on the banks of Lake Titicaca. 

* Fri 8th June. Riverside Studios, 11:00

Red Buffalo Skydive
(Canada, 2001: 3:30 min) Short animation
Director: Jude Norris.

* Wed 6th June.  Canada House, 19:45

Intertribal Time   
(Canada, 2004: 7.30 min) Short
Director: Jude Norris.

Showing painterly images of a Plains PowWow about to begin, the sound-over of mainstream 
broadcast media creates a cultural juxtaposition and questions the meaning of ÒIntertribalÓ.

*Thur 7th June. Canada House, 19:45

Our City Our Voices
(Canada, 2005:22 min) Short
Director: Kamala Todd

During the summer of 2004, Aboriginal people from Vancouver, BCÕs 
Downtown Eastside, got a chance to tell stories of their community through 
their eyes. Expert training in video and storytelling gave students the tools to 
produce two short videos that resound with the vitality and strength of this 
Aboriginal community.

*Mon 4th June. Canada House, 19:45
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A Horse Called Memory  
(Canada, 2005: 15 min) Short
Director: Jude Norris

An unexpected pairing of sights and sounds delivers an idiosyncratic, personal glimpse into the 
filmmaker's life in Edmonton's Native community.
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Aqu’ As’ Nos Curamos (Nikan Ikon Ti Popajcha)   
(Mexico, 2003: 20 min)
Director: Jose Luis Matias
Subtitled in English

In Zitlala, Guerrero, the Nahua peopleÕs tradition of herbal medicine continues to 
be a vital resource for the health of the community. 

                        

                                  Venue Information   
(Please note that due to limited seating we advise you to reserve in advance)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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   Canning House
   2 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PJ
   Contact: 020 72352303 [ext 226] 

www.canninghouse.com                    or e-mail culture@canninghouse.com
                                                          Prices:  £5/ £3 members
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                            
            Riverside Studios
            Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9RL
            Contact: 020 82371111 or book on-line

                                                         Prices:  £6.50 / £5.50 concessions
www.riversidestudios.co.uk

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                        Canada House Cinema*
                        The Canadian High Commission

                                                         Trafalgar Square, London SW1Y 5BJ
                                                         Contact: 020 73728653  (The Latin American Association)
                                                         Free Entrance
(* Due to security regulations and limited seating,only those who have reserved a place   

      in advance will be permitted to enter. )

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                           Instituto Cervantes
                           102 Eaton Square, London SW1 W9AN
                          Contact: 020 72350353 or book on-line
                           Free Entrance

   www.londres.cervantes.es

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


